NGF, bp 464-513 (5"-CCT GC GTC CAC AGT AAT GTT GCG GGT CTG CCC CGC CAC GCG TGC AGC TAT)/43/; BDNF, bp 251-298 (5"-CTC CAG AGT CCC ATG GGT CCG CAC ACC TGG GTA GC CAA GCT GCC TTG)/33/; NT-3, bp 379-429 (CTC CAA GCA3 GGT GCT GTC GCT CAG CAG GAC CCG CGG TGA ATT GTA GCG TCT)/26/; rat specific truncated trkB, bp (5"-ACA TGG GC AGG CAA GAG AAG CCC TCC AGA AGC CCA AGA CCA GCA)/27/.
INTRODUCTION
To achieve a better understanding of the involvement of trophic factors in human cortical development, studies of the rodent cortex need to be supplemented with studies of the primate cortex.
As an alternative to non-human primates, human-torat xenografts provide an interesting possibility /2,5,14,15,25,30,38- (Table l) .
In situ hybridization for rat tnmcated trkB receptor mRNA showed a strong signal over the host cortex (Fig. 2a,b) . The gratis partly revealed higher background but did not show a specific VOLUME 5, NO. 4, 1995 signal ( Fig. 2a-d) . Often the hybridization signal was increased at the graft-host interface (Fig. 2b) .
In a few cases a strong signal was found in ratderived cells, possibly in areas where nerve fibers entered the transplant (Fig. 2c,d 
